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the Government demurred to some of his proposals, but agree-
ment was come to provisionally, thus obviating a Cabinet crisis,
and the Budget for April was passed by the Seym.
NEGOTIATIONS WITH  GERMANY SUSPENDED
Though her first beau geste, in the matter of the optants, had not
been responded to by Germany, Poland made another by renoun-
cing her right to liquidate or dispose of certain properties belonging
to Germans in the territories that had formerly been in the
possession of Germany. This right she had under Article 297 of
the Versailles Treaty; Germany contested this right, and demanded
that Poland should not exercise it; that she should not do so was
one of the conditions Germany imposed in the negotiations for
the commercial treaty which broke down in 1925. On March 25,
1926, a joint conference was held in Berlin to deal with this
question. The properties Poland was willing to renounce included
15 large estates, nearly 800 farms of a total area of about 120,000
acres, 300 houses, and about 150 industrial establishments; she
offered further concessions, the whole having both very consider-
able material value and a good deal of political importance. In
1922 there had been pourparlers on Article 297 with a view to
defining the mode of its application. At this new conference the
German representative cast doubt on the right of Poland to
liquidate German properties in Poland, though the Article was
perfectly clear, rejected the Polish offer, and demanded that Poland
should renounce absolutely any liquidation whatsoever of such
properties. The result of Germany's attitude was the immediate
suspension of the conference.
The treaties with Czechoslovakia went into force during a
visit to Prague paid by Skrzynski on April 13, 14 and 15, 1926.
The commercial treaty of 1925 had not been ratified by the
Czechoslovak Parliament, but it was put into force by a special
ordinance of President Masaryk—an exceptional action which
greatly impressed Polish opinion. From Prague Skrzynski went on
to Vienna, where he signed a treaty of arbitration with Austria.
He returned to Warsaw on April 16 to find the Seym, which had
reopened three days before, deep in the consideration of the

